Charles L                       49

shorte character of his person, that posterity may know
the inestimable losse which the nation then underwent in
beinge deprived of a Prince whose example would have
had a greater influence upon the manners and piety of the
nation, then the most stricte lawes can have.

To speake first of his private qualifications as a man,
before the mention of his princely and royall virtues, He
was, if ever any, the most worthy of the title of an honest
man ; so greate a lover of justice, that no temptation

10 could dispose him to a wrongfull action, except it were so
disguysed to him, that he believed it to be just; he had
a tendernesse and compassion of nature, which restrayned
him from ever doinge a hard hearted thinge, and therfore
he was so apt to grant pardon to Malefactors, that his
Judges represented to him the damage and insecurity to
the publique that flowed from such his indulgence, and
then he restrayned himselfe from pardoninge ether
murthers or highway robberyes, and quickly decerned the
fruits of his severity, by a wounderfull reformation of those

20 enormityes. He was very punctuall and regular in his
devotions, so that he was never knowne to enter upon his
recreations or sportes, though never so early in the morn-
inge, before he had bene at publique prayers, so that on
huntinge dayes, his Chaplynes were bounde to a very early
attendance, and he was likewise very stricte in observinge
the howres of his private cabbinett devotions, and was so
seveare an exactor of gravity and reverence in all mention
of religion, that he could never indure any light or pro-
phane worde in religion, with what sharpnesse of witt

30 so ever it was cover'd ;  and though he was well pleased
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